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Newsletter of the Volusia County Bar Association ~ February 2024 

BENCH & BBQ:  An annual event celebrating the Volusia County legal community. 
Sponsored by REV Physical Therapy and Sports Medicine 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 ~ 6:00 p.m. 

 

Brannon Center, 105 S. Riverside Drive, New Smyrna Beach 

$20.00 per person 

REGISTER 

VCBA SOCIAL 
sponsored by Mara Law, P.A. 

Wednesday, February 21, 2025 
5:00 - 7:30 p.m. 

Chart House, 1100 Marina Point Drive, Daytona Beach 

REGISTER 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING WITH FLORIDA BAR PRESIDENT WESTHEIMER 
sponsored by Southern Cross Media, LLC 

Tuesday, March 26, 2024 ~ 11:45 - 1:00 p.m. 

The Daytona Marriott at One Daytona ~ $20 per person 

 

REGISTER 

ELDER LAW SECTION MEETING 
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Care 

Thursday, February 15 ~ 12:00 noon  

Brookdale Ormond West, Ormond Beach 

No charge to attend.  RSVP required. 

REGISTER 

ELDER LAW SECTION MEETING 
Veteran’s Benefits & Resources 

Thursday, March 21, 2024  

Time & Location TBD 

REGISTER 

CLE:  Artificial Intelligence—Thinking in a New Era 
presented by Lori Sandman, Esq. and Jeffrey Franklin, Esq, 

Friday, March 22, 2024 ~ 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon 

Daytona Beach Airport Meeting Room 

$60.00 per person - VCBA members & staff only  

CLE Approved 3.0 General, 1.0 Professionalism, 1.0 Ethics, 1.0 Technology, 3.0 Business Litigation Certification 

REGISTER 

http://www.volusiabar.org
https://www.volusiabar.org/
https://www.volusiabar.org/
http://www.volusiabar.org
http://www.volusiabar.org
http://www.volusiabar.org


Catherine Taylor Lamb 

2023/2024 President, Volusia County Bar Association 

 
Greetings VCBA! 

So, February is a little bit of an odd month. It’s shorter than all of the 

other months, which is       something to remember when calculating 

timelines or deadlines that work on schedules with the word “month” 

in them.  The holidays are over and spring is not quite here yet.  And 

of course, for those of us living here in Florida, February can often 

mean running your AC during the day and the heat at night.  Then, 

every four years we throw another curve to February by adding an extra day to      

compensate for the fact that our earth does not orbit the sun in precisely 365 days.   

It just so happens that 2024 is a leap year month, so we will be having a February 29
th
 

this year.  This means that even though February is still a short month, we have one 

more day to reach goals and work toward the expectations we have set for ourselves.  

Here are a few additional things that can enrich the way we as lawyers “do February” 

this year.  

1. If your schedule allows, it may be a good time to clear your calendar and 

schedule February 29
th
 as a “catch up” day.  

2. February is Black History Month. The American Bar Association has       

published a great webpage dedicated to the month-long celebration of 

achievement, legacy, and diversity as it relates our legal profession with  

free webinars, informational resources, and historical facts to ponder.     

Link:  ABA Black History Month 

3. In the spirit of our mentorship theme this year, if you are mentoring or con-

sidering mentoring one of our newer attorneys, offer to have them shadow 

you at the office or at a hearing or court appearance this month.   

This final thought does not have anything to do with the legal profession, but February 

29
th 

or “Leap Day” is National Frog Leg Day.  I may celebrate this day, but in deference 

to my childhood friend Kermit, I think I will prefer the gummy candy kind of frogs. 

Wishing you all a healthy and productive month! 

Catherine Taylor Lamb 

Reminder:  If you or anyone you know is interested in being featured in our attorney 
spotlight pages, please email the VCBA at volusiabar@gmail.com.  We’d love to hear 
from you! 

https://www.americanbar.org/groups/diversity/resources/celebrating-heritage-months/black-history-month/#:~:text=Since%201976%2C%20every%20U.S.%20President,%2FAfrican%2DAmerican%20legal%20trailblazers.
mailto:volusiabar@gmail.com


MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Judge Mary Jolley 

Area of practice:   Currently assigned to the Circuit Civil 

division at the Courthouse Annex and the Marchman Court 

docket at the Justice Center.   Previously assigned to the 

Unified Family division in DeLand.  Before I became a 

judge, I was in civil practice at the Volusia County          

Attorney’s Office and prior to that, I handled criminal ap-

peals for the Office of the Attorney General. 

Where were you born and where did you grow up?        

I was born in Elmhurst, New York.  We moved from 

Queens to Clinton, New Jersey when I was in second 

grade, and I graduated from North Hunterdon High School 

in Annandale, New Jersey. 

College and law school and graduation year:         

Marymount  University in Arlington, Virginia in 1991, and 

Seton Hall University College of Law in Newark, New     

Jersey in 1994.    

If you weren’t practicing law, what would your career 

choice be?  Definitely a librarian. 

Did you have a mentor at any point in your legal career 

and if so, what did that mean for you?   After I graduat-

ed law school, I clerked for the late Hon. Robert Staton on 

the Indiana Court of Appeals in the Indiana State Capitol in 

Indianapolis.   At that time, he had been an appellate judge 

for more than twenty years. Judge Staton shaped my    

ability to analyze a legal issue and stressed the importance 

of concise legal writing.  He instilled in me that the rule of 

law must be followed, respected, and not   result driven.  

His humility and kindness left a lasting impression on those 

of us who had the honor to serve as his law clerk.    

Sports fan?  I am a huge sports fan; and scoring any MLB 

game I attend is a necessity.  The New York Giants and 

the New York Mets are my favorite teams (for better or for 

worse).  Also, my husband transformed me into a Big Ten 

football and basketball fan – Go Illini! 

Favorite holiday food?   My mother’s Christmas Yule 

Log.   Recipe on page 5. 

One thing others might be surprised to know about 

you.  I met my husband while standing in line at Thunder 

Mountain at Walt Disney World in 1984.  We reconnected 

years later, and we will be married thirty years this June.   

 

 

 

Kelly Chanfrau 

Area of practice: Employment & Labor, Personal Injury, 
Wrongful Death 

Where were you born and where did you grow up?    
I was born at Halifax Hospital, Daytona Beach and grew 
up here in Ormond Beach.  

College and law school and graduation year:  I went 
to undergrad at FSU and Law School at Stetson Univer-
sity College of Law. I graduated FSU in 1997 and Law 
School in 2001.  

If you weren’t practicing law, what would your career 
choice be?  English Professor or Screenwriter. 

Did you have a mentor at any point in your legal   
career and if so, what did that mean for you?  My  
father, William Chanfrau, Sr. is definitely my mentor. I 
have also had other mentors and have been blessed by 
all of them but my father is number one and he still is.  

Sports fan?  I do love to play sports and I love watching 
womens’ tennis and womens’ soccer.   

Favorite holiday food? On Christmas morning my    
family has a Mexican brunch. Its my favorite. 

One thing others might be surprised to know about 
you.  I played Division One Soccer. 

 

 

 

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY  
NEW SMYRNA BEACH 

The Preston Law Firm has an opening for an   
attorney to practice in the primary areas of       
Estate Planning, Probate, Trust Administration, 
Guardianship, and Elder Law.  

Founded in 1987 by Bill Preston, our firm has a 
deep understanding of the unique legal needs of 
our community. We are a firm that maintains pro-
fessionalism and integrity, with compassion, while 
being dedicated to providing personalized, client-
centered quality legal services for our   clients.  

We offer competitive and incentive-based pay. 
Great opportunity to get in with an established 
active practice and grow your potential quickly.  

Please send your resume and cover letter to   
The Preston Law Firm, 605 S. Orange St., New 
Smyrna Beach, FL 32168, or email to 
bill@theprestonlawfirm.com. 

mailto:bill@theprestonlawfirm.com


MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 

Rebecca McGuigan 

Area of practice: Criminal Appellate 

Where were you born and where did you grow up? I 

was born in Tallahassee, Florida. I grew up in New Port 

Richey, Florida.  

College and law school and graduation year:  Double 

Hatter – Stetson 1999, B.A. and 2002, J.D. 

If you weren’t practicing law, what would your career 

choice be?  Librarian 

Did you have a mentor at any point in your legal career 

and if so, what did that mean for you?  Ann Phillips 

served as my mentor when I began as a new attorney at 

the Attorney General’s Office and helped instill in me a 

love for the rule of law and strong respect for serving the 

people of the State of Florida. She also served as a great 

example to pattern my own mentoring of new attorneys. 

Sports fan?  Not a sports fan. 

Favorite holiday food? Cinnamon Rolls. 

One thing others might be surprised to know about 
you.  I have read over 1,400 books for fun during the last 
ten years. 

Ronald Hertel 

Area of practice:  Civil Litigation and Trials (primarily 

probate and trust, personal injury, and commercial) 

Where were you born and where did you grow up? 

Born New York, New York.  Grew up in Palm Coast, FL 

College and law school and graduation year: UNF 

undergrad 1998; FIU College of Law 2006 

If you weren’t practicing law, what would your career 

choice be?  Rock star 

Did you have a mentor at any point in your legal   

career and if so, what did that mean for you? Yes, 

Gary Pollack and Lew Berns.  Litigation is an artform and 

a chess match, so quality mentorship was crucial to    

giving me the skills and confidence to do well in a court 

room. 

Sports fan?  Florida Gators, USMNT 

Favorite holiday food? Home cooking 

One thing others might be surprised to know about 
you.  I fronted a rock band after undergrad and saved 
over 100 lives as a lifeguard. 

 

 

 



Kelley Kronenberg Announces Promotion of  

Lara Weems Rezapour to Business Unit Leader 

Kelley Kronenberg, a leading national full-service law firm, is pleased to announce the promo-

tion of  Lara Weems Rezapour to the position of Business Unit Leader. 

Lara Weems Rezapour joined Kelley Kronenberg in 2022 and has consistently demonstrated           

exceptional leadership, legal acumen, and dedication to client service. Her promotion reflects 

Kelley Kronenberg's commitment to recognizing and promoting top talent within the firm.    

Lara focuses her practice on general liability, third-party insurance defense, and gig economy liability.  

Before joining Kelley Kronenberg, Lara was a Partner at a prominent Florida defense firm where she        

represented insurance companies in defense of their first-party property, general liability, automobile      

negligence, and premises  liability claims. Prior thereto, Lara dedicated her practice to advocating on behalf 

of some of Florida’s most vulnerable citizens, first serving as a Guardian Ad Litem to assess the needs of 

children involved in high-conflict family law cases and then representing victims of domestic violence.   

 

ABOUT KELLEY KRONENBERG - Founded in 1980, Kelley Kronenberg is an award winning, multi-practice national law firm with 

460 employees, 218 attorneys, and 16 locations throughout Florida and the United States. We are  privileged to represent large 

public and private companies, small businesses, and individuals nationwide. With more than 25 practice areas, and growth on the 

horizon, we offer a comprehensive catalog of legal services to protect your legal interests in business and at home. Our firm is pro-

gressive and technologically advanced, while remaining true to our customer service heritage: integrity, ingenuity, and sincerity. 

Ever mindful of our history, but intensely committed to our future, we offer our clients a small firm feel with large firm resources. For 

more information, visit www.kklaw.com.  

https://www.kelleykronenberg.com
http://www.kklaw.com/










 

 
Medical Malpractice 
Pharmacy Negligence 

Serious Personal Injury 
Wrongful Death 

 
 

 
MEDIATION SERVICES: 

C. Anthony Schoder, Jr. 

Jason Brown 

 
 

 

CRANSHAW BROWN 
Todd Cranshaw    Jason Brown 

481 N. U.S. Highway One 

Ormond Beach, FL  32174 

Tel. (386) 615-0515 

 

 

tcranshaw@cranshawbrown.com 

jbrown@cranshawbrown.com 



 

ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY  

NEW SMYRNA BEACH 

Associate attorney needed in New Smyrna 

Beach.  Wright & Casey, PA has an opening 

for a 1-4 year attorney to join our community 

association and litigation team.  Experience 

in both condo/HOA law and civil litigation 

preferred.  We  offer competitive pay and 

benefits.  

Please send your resume and cover letter 

(or email), to bcasey@surfcoastlaw.com.   

All submissions will be held in the strictest 

confidence. 

mailto:bcasey@surfcoastlaw.com




The Communicator is published by the Volusia County Bar Association as a part of its commitment to information relevant to issues and        

concerns at the local level.  Opinions  expressed or positions taken are those of the author and may not  reflect the views of  the publication of the 

Volusia County Bar  Association.  Articles for publication should be sent via email to volusiabar@gmail.com no later than the 15th of the month.   

Rates are listed on the Advertising  Opportunities page on www.volusiabar.org.      

SECTIONS & COMMITTEES  
 

Solo/Small Firm Section - Lori Sandman, Chair 

Family Law Section  - Sara Glover, Chair 

Elder Law Section - Victoria  Zinn, Chair 

State & Local Government Section - Carly Meek, Chair 

Workers Comp Section - Clay Meek, Chair 

Volusia County Bar Association 

Kathie Selover, Executive Director  
1440 N. Nova Road, Suite 101 

Daytona Beach, FL 32117 

Phone & Text: 386-253-9471 

volusiabar@gmail.com   

www.volusiabar.org 

2023-24 VCBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

Catherine Taylor-Lamb, President  

J. David Ellzey, President Elect  

Lori Sandman, Treasurer 

Tonya Cromartie, Secretary  

Directors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023-24 YLD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Michael Lyons, President   

Carleen Leffler, President Elect   

Hunter Morrill, Treasurer 

Alyson Bryant, Secretary   

Directors 

 

 

 

 
 

Michael Ciocchetti 

Mark Cressman 

MaryCatherine Crock 

Michael Drywa 

Sara Glover 

Maria Indelicato 

Andrea Kerr 

Maria McCorkle 

Mel Stack 

 

Angela Burke 

Taylor Carley 

Edward Castleberry 

Sydney Cichon 

Carlos Gavilanes 

Courtney Jones 

Mikaela Nordman 

Lara Rezapour 

Edwin Thiruchelvam 

mailto:volusiabar@gmail.com?subject=contact
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