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We Want to Hear From You! 

Your feedback helps shape the programs, events, and resources we offer.  

Please complete the Annual VCBA Member Survey and share your thoughts on how we can better 
serve you in the year ahead. The survey only takes a few minutes and your input makes a big difference!  
Survey closes January 15. 

TAKE THE SURVEY HERE 

A Note from the President 

As we move into the new year, I’m reminded—daily—that the practice of law is 
nothing if not inventive. We solve problems that don’t come with instructions, 
adapt to rules that seem to evolve overnight, and somehow do it all while man-
aging clients, deadlines, and calendars. In other words: we innovate. Constant-
ly. 

Which brings me, naturally, to intellectual property. Each year, the U.S. Patent 
Office grants patents that are brilliant, bizarre, and occasionally even astonish-
ing. Our practice provides a view of innovating and evolving technology, and 
occasional glimpses of the future. From rotating space station designs that 
could usher in long-duration orbiting labs to AI systems that try to interpret the 
emotional lives of our pets, the world of patents reminds us that creativity 
knows no bounds. If you need a reminder that creativity is alive and well—and 
legally protectable—it’s worth a few minutes looking at Time Magazines’s Best 
Inventions of 2025, check out https://time.com/collections/best-inventions-
2025/. Innovation is not limited to Silicon Valley; it’s happening everywhere, 
including right here in our community. 

That same spirit of creativity is what makes our Volusia County Bar Association 
work. We are lawyers from different practices, backgrounds, and perspectives, 
yet we consistently find ways to collaborate, improve, and support each other. 
Whether it’s through CLEs, mentorship, service projects, or simply showing up 
and engaging, this organization works because its members do. 

Thank you for the ideas you bring, the time you give, and the good humor you 
maintain. I’m looking forward to a year of smart conversations, meaningful con-
nections, and perhaps a few astonishing innovations of our own.  Here’s wish-
ing you a new year filled with success, fair winds and following seas, and at 
least a few challenges worthy of elegant solutions. 

Warmly, 

Lori 

Lori Sandman, Esq., VCBA President, 2025-26 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScbZ_Tsd5YPvB3oIU4shMiw5gDtmgO-JwhTF6-26HSYiN58tw/viewform?usp=sharing&ouid=111951365944128706544
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VCBA MEMBER DUES - DUE!! 

Dear VCBA Members,  

It’s that time of year, 2026 VCBA Membership Dues are due. VCBA Member Dues run on calendar 
year (Jan 1 – Dec 31) and ARE NOW DUE. 

We continue to use JoinIt for our Membership Management Platform. This allows you to pay your 
membership dues securely online, update your profile information at your convenience, and access 
member benefits and resources effortlessly. To ensure uninterrupted access to your VCBA member-
ship, please follow these steps to complete payment:  

• Log in to the JoinIt platform here  
• If you have any issues accessing your account, please reach out to us at volusiabar@gmail.com. 
• Submit your payment for 2026 membership dues directly through the platform. 
 
If you utilize the Attorney Search feature on our website, please note the following update intended 
to reduce confusion from last year:  

• You have now received ONE combined invoice that includes both your 2026 member 
dues and the Attorney Search fee (which remains $50 for the first category and $10 
per additional field).  

• If you would prefer two separate invoices, you may go ahead and pay your dues, then you will re-
ceive the second invoice for the attorney search separately.  

 
If you are part of a large firm and need one invoice for multiple attorneys, please reach out and I will 
be happy to assist. We are working to reduce physical invoice mailings due to rising costs of printing 
and mailing.  

**Please note: we do still accept check payments! Mail to: 

 Volusia County Bar Association 
 1440 N. Nova Road, Suite 101 
 Daytona Beach, FL 32117 
 

We appreciate your prompt attention and your continued support. If you have any questions or 
need assistance, please don’t hesitate to contact us at volusiabar@gmail.com.  

Warm regards,  
Sarah Grover 

Executive Director, VCBA ATTENTION RETIRED OR SOON TO BE MEMBERS!! 

We are pleased to introduce a new Retired Membership category for the 
Volusia County Bar Association. For just $50 annually, retired attorneys 
can remain connected and engaged with the local legal community while 
continuing to share their valuable experience and expertise through 
VCBA programs, events, and service opportunities.  

The VCBA Board of Directors 

https://app.joinit.com/o/volusia-county-bar-association/
mailto:volusiabar@gmail.com
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Join us for a Private Tour of the 
DeLand Naval Air Space Museum 
followed by Dinner and CLE by 
Judge Heidt.  

 

When: Tues., Jan. 13, 2026 
Time: 5:30pm tour starts 
Cost: $25 (includes dinner) 
Where: (Start) DeLand Naval Air and 
Space Museum, 910 Biscayne Blvd, 
DeLand, FL 32724  

 
Dinner to follow tour (approx. 
6:30pm), we’ll head next door to the 
DeLand Airport “Perfect Spot” Res-
taurant  for CLE with Judge Heidt.  

 

Register at www.volusiabar.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To learn more about the DeLand Na-
val Air Station Museum visit their 
website or download the brochure. 

VCBA EVENTS 

http://www.volusiabar.org
https://delandnavalairmuseum.org/
https://delandnavalairmuseum.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/DNASM-BROCHURE-2023.pdf
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VCBA EVENTS 

Join us for the Spring VCBA Membership 
Meeting with CLE by Paige Greenlee “The 
Sustainable Lawyer: Systems, Strategies, and 
Ethics for Modern Practice “ 

Date: Friday, Feb. 20th, 2026 

Time: 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 

Where: “The Daytona” Autograph Hotel,   
1870 Victory Cir, Daytona Beach, FL 32114 

Cost: Members $30, Non-Member $40 

 

REGISTER NOW! 

https://fs8.formsite.com/zgraph/volusia-bar-events/index
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YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION (YLD) 

YLD “CLEAR THE LIST” FOSTER CHILDREN TOY DRIVE 

The VCBA Young Lawyers Division recently hosted its annual “Clear the List” Toy Drive, 
supporting foster children through the Community Partnership for Children. Open to all 
VCBA members, the event showcased the generosity and community spirit of our legal 
professionals. 

This year, members helped clear the wish list for 41 children and contributed over $500 in 
additional donations. Thanks to their efforts, each child received gifts for the holiday sea-
son, spreading joy to foster children throughout our community. 

The Community Partnership for Children expressed heartfelt gratitude for the support, 
noting that the dedication of volunteers and donors makes it possible to bring holiday 
cheer to so many deserving kids. The VCBA extends sincere thanks to everyone who par-
ticipated and contributed, making this year’s toy drive a tremendous success. 
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YOUNG LAWYERS DIVISION (YLD) 

YLD FOOD BRINGS HOPE FRESH MARKET VOLUNTEER EVENT 

The VCBA Young Lawyers Division hosted a recent Food Brings Hope Community Fresh Market 
event that was open to and supported by members across the entire VCBA. Through the collec-
tive efforts of the volunteers, the Fresh Market served 129 households and distributed nearly 
4,000 pounds of fresh fruits and vegetables as well as meats. This outreach directly supported 
Food Brings Hope’s mission of improving the health and wellness of neighbors throughout the 
community. 

Food Brings Hope expressed sincere appreciation for the time  and energy contributed by 
VCBA members, emphasizing that the dedication of the community-minded volunteers makes 
this work possible. The VCBA extends its thanks to Hunter Morrill, YLD President, and Mary-
Catherine Crock, VCBA Philanthropic Chair, for their leadership in organizing the event, as well 
as to all members who volunteered their time and support. 

If you are interested in volunteering, the Food Brings Hope Community Fresh Market takes place 
every Tuesday from 4:00-6:00 p.m. To get involved, please contact Fay at 
fay@fbhcommunity.org. 

Pictured right:  
Hunter Morrill 

Debra Kay Cohen 
Therese Truelove 

Sarah Grover 
Kayla Hartmann 

Sydney Cichon 
Judge Michele Simonsen 
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IN THE NEWS 

From “Daily Record” Jacksonville by Max Marbut 

Anderson, Bonamo re-elected to The Florida Bar board of governors 

In elections for The Florida Bar’s leadership, 15 incumbent members of 

the board of governors were re-elected to additional two-year terms 

without opposition, including Geddes Anderson in the 4th Judicial Cir-

cuit and Philip Bonamo in the 7th Judicial Circuit. 

Board of governors members Paige Greenlee of Tampa and Jeff Rynor 

of Miami Beach qualified as candidates for Florida Bar president-elect 

in the Bar’s 2026 elections. 

The Florida Bar News will publish platform statements and a Q&A 

with the candidates, both online and in the February printed edi-

tion. 

Voting begins March 1, 2026. Ballots must be received before mid-

night March 15, 2026. Any runoff elections will be conducted in April 

Philip Bonamo 

Rice Law Firm, Past President VCBA 

From The Florida Bar News 

Gov. DeSantis appoints five to the bench 

Gov. Ron DeSantis announces five judicial appointments December 22. 

Judge Katherine H. Miller of Daytona Beach to serve as judge on the Seventh Judicial Cir-

cuit Court 

Judge Miller has served as a county court judge for Volusia County 
since 2023. Previously, she worked at Wright & Casey. She earned her 
bachelor’s degree from Vanderbilt University and her juris doctor 
from Florida Coastal School of Law. Miller fills a judicial vacancy cre-
ated by the enactment of Senate Bill 2508. 

https://www.jaxdailyrecord.com/news/2025/dec/29/anderson-bonamo-re-elected-to-the-florida-bar-board-of-governors/
https://www.floridabar.org/the-florida-bar-news/gov-desantis-appoints-five-to-the-bench-2/?_zs=I6mbf1&_zl=ojdVA
http://www.voteforpaige.com/
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VCBA “YARD SALE” 

FREE DESK & FILE CABINET 

FREE Desk and file cabinet!! Currently stored in the VCBA storage unit, tem-
perature controlled. Located in Ormond Beach on Granada, you will need to 
pick up and help load. Contact Sarah if interested and to schedule a pick up 
time at volusiabar@gmail.com. Or if you know someone/somewhere in need 
(e.g., student, church, etc.) please let Sarah know as well. 

Florida Jurisprudence 2d.  Free to a 
good home/office/law library if anyone 
wants them, contact Rob Doan at 
Robert.doan@cobbcole.com 
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VOLUSIA COUNTY PARALEGALS ASSOCIATION 
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COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVICES 
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NOTICES 

 See below position for Federal Public Defender for Northern District of 
Florida. 
NOTICE HERE 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/13-2cFtonMxwKMny8gfMlzK2fhE7f5xjA/view?usp=sharing


JOB POSTINGS 
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THANK YOU SPONSORS 
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SECTIONS & COMMITTEES 
Solo/Small Firm Section - R. Shawn McBride, Chair 

Family Law Section - Sara Glover, Chair 
Elder Law Section - Victoria Zinn, Chair 

State & Local Government Section - Carly Meek, Chair 
Workers Comp Section - Clay Meek, Chair 
Philanthropic Chair - MaryCatherine Crock 

VOLUSIA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
Sarah Grover, Executive Director  

1440 N. Nova Road, Suite 101 
Daytona Beach, FL 32117 

Phone: 386-253-9471 
volusiabar@gmail.com   

www.volusiabar.org 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025-26 

VCBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Lori Sandman, President 

Tonya Cromartie, President Elect 
Mike Ciocchetti, Treasurer 

Mel Stack, Secretary 
 
 

YLD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Hunter Morrill, President 

Sydney Cichon, President Elect 
Jeffrey Bauer, Treasurer 
Christy Earls, Secretary 

 

 
 

VCBA Directors  

Charley Vega Mark Cressman 

Maria Indelicato Sundria Ridgely 

Maria McCorkle Tammy Jaques 

Sara Glover Erika Barger 

Dillon Andreassi  

 YLD Directors 

Taylor Carley Kelsey Hansen-Walter 

Daniel Hill Nicolas Garcia 

Jena Conley Sean Livingston 

Lauren M. Wilmot  
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The Communicator is published by the VCBA as a part of its commitment to information relevant to issues and concerns at the local level. Opin-
ions  expressed or positions taken are those of the author and may not  reflect the views of  the publication of the Volusia County Bar Association. 
Articles for publication should be sent to volusiabar@gmail.com by the 15th of the month. Rates are listed on www.volusiabar.org.  

VOLUSIA COUNTY LAW LIBRARY 
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