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JUDICIAL CANDIDATE FORUM - Seventh Circuit 
What makes America FREE? The right to vote! Join us for the 
Judicial Candidate Forum on July 20. 

The VCBA and the League of Women Voters of Volusia Coun-
ty (LWVVC) invite you to attend our upcoming Judicial Candi-
date Forum featuring candidates seeking election to Seventh 
Judicial Circuit Court, Group 26, Carleen Leffler vs. Jeanne 
Stratis.  

This virtual forum will provide an opportunity for attendees to 
hear directly from the candidates about their qualifications, 
experience, and perspectives on serving the community.  

Date: Monday, July 20, 2026  
Time: 12:00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.  
Location: Zoom  
Cost: FREE 
 
This event is free and open to the 
public, feel free to share! 
 
Register Here 
 
Attendees are encouraged to submit 
questions for the candidates in ad-
vance; questions may be submitted 
here.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/HXqF6GV7To2uvBWIexmbLw
https://forms.gle/ZBNrwV5zmA4dK1Jb8
https://forms.gle/ZBNrwV5zmA4dK1Jb8
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/HXqF6GV7To2uvBWIexmbLw
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VCBA EVENTS 

Join us on August 7, 2026, for the VCBA Legal Summit at the Daytona Beach International Airport! This 
exciting afternoon will feature the VCBA Annual Meeting, engaging Judiciary Panels CLE Sessions, 
lunch, and networking opportunities capped off with a happy hour to connect with colleagues and 
members of the legal community. 

Registration Options: Pricing increases by $20 after July 15th so don’t delay!  
Annual Meeting Only (includes lunch): 

• Members $40 
• Non-Members 

$50 
Legal Summit 

(Annual Meeting & 
CLE Sessions, in-
cludes lunch and 
happy hour): 

• Members $70 
• Non-Members 

$100 
*Parking is included.  

 

REGISTER TODAY 

https://fs8.formsite.com/zgraph/volusia-bar-events/index
https://fs8.formsite.com/zgraph/volusia-bar-events/index
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UPCOMING VCBA WEBINARS 

Advancing Your Case and Reputation Through Professionalism 

When: July 24, 2026, from 12:00 pm - 1:00 pm 
Speakers (in order of photos): Clay Meek, Matt Romanik, 
Judge Wilbur Anderson and Jesse Rowe 
Location: Zoom 
Cost: FREE 
CLE: 1 hour 

REGISTER HERE 

Join us for a fast-paced and engaging CLE focused on profes-
sionalism in workers’ compensation practice. This panel will 
feature Judge Anderson, Clay Meek, Jesse Rowe, and Matt 
Romanik discussing professionalism in motion practice, depo-
sitions, mediation, and final hearings, followed by a Q&A ses-
sion and future section planning discussion. With concise 10-
minute topic segments and multiple presenters, attendees can 
expect practical insight, real-world perspective, and meaningful discussion.  

- Clay Meek, VCBA Workers Compensation Section Chair, VCBA Past President 

What Law School Didn't Cover: A Financial Guide for Attorneys 

Date: Sept. 4, 2026 
Time: 12:00 pm – 1:00 pm 
Location: Zoom  

Cost: FREE 
Register Here 

Law school prepares you to practice law—but not necessarily to navigate the 
financial decisions that come with a successful legal career. Join Wealth Ad-
visor Colby Long for a practical webinar covering key financial topics for at-
torneys, including student loan strategies, tax planning, retirement optimiza-
tion, benefits, and preparing for partnership.  

Whether you're early in your career or planning your next professional mile-
stone, this session will provide valuable insights to help you make informed 
financial decisions. 

Please feel free to submit questions in advance here.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/XeF4Z5TUQdO1_Jn12nPD8A
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/9032764776?omn=84468334270
https://forms.gle/ucKq8kN32xJTh2UL6
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VCBA EVENT & SCHOOL SUPPLIES DRIVES 

Join the VCBA & VCPA for a Night at the Ballpark! 

Grab your family, friends, and colleagues and join the Volusia County Bar Association (VCBA) and the 
Volusia County Paralegal Association (VCPA) for an evening of baseball, networking, and fun at Taps & Ta-
cos Night with the Daytona Tortugas! 

Date: Thursday, July 30 
Location: Jackie Robinson Ballpark, Daytona Beach 
Game Time: 6:30pm 

Enjoy an exciting night cheering on the Daytona Tortugas 
and a great opportunity to connect with fellow attorneys, 
judges, paralegals, and legal professionals in a relaxed 
and family-friendly atmosphere. 

RSVP to volusiabar@gmail.com 

mailto:volusiabar@gmail.com
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

Where: 101 N. Alabama Ave. 
DeLand, FL 32724 

  Date: Friday, Sept. 18, 2026 
  Time: 7:30am - 8:30am 

VBCA Members are invited to join 
local judges for bagels, coffee, 
and conversation at the DeLand 
Courthouse. 
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CHECK OUT VCBA MEMBERS’ OTHER VENTURES! 

THE DINING DOCKET 

The Dining Docket combines passion for the law 
with a love for food. A lawyer by day with a big appe-
tite! Follow me as I explore local fare, Florida’s 
greatest eats - and beyond.  

By VCBA Board Member Erika Barger  

CLEAN GOODS CO. 

New Store Alert 
founded by VCBA 
Board Member Tam-
my Jaques! Be sure 
to check it out next 
time you’re down-
town DeLand and 
follow along on so-
cials. 

Facebook @CLEANGOODSCO 
Instagram @CLEANGOODSCO 

Dear VCBA Members,  

I am excited to announce the launch of my new book series, 
"B&B," featuring two core characters named Babes and 
Boots. While the characters remain the same throughout the 
series, each story will explore a different setting and genre. 
The series kicks off with "The Heartbreak Diet," a story about 
healing from heartbreak. This book is based on my personal 
journey of learning to manage my emotions during one of the 
most challenging moments of my life. In it, I share my experi-
ence with transparency and humor, inviting you to delve into 
the world of Babes and Boots to discover how to overcome 
seemingly endless situations. 

 
You can order your copy now on Am-
azon.com. 
 
Best regards, 
Regina Nunnally  

https://www.facebook.com/thediningdocket
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61584783946363
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fcleangoodsdeland%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAYnJpZBExUWExM2JmcGg2Vk92clNCMXNydGMGYXBwX2lkEDIyMjAzOTE3ODgyMDA4OTIAAR6KhmzWZOAdodmpthRl1AtLCQgXY2qwltuwkEMBBQeao1fDnOPQGtG3daLbQA_aem_JKW_-mEMft
https://a.co/d/0d4DimFC
https://a.co/d/0d4DimFC
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COMMUNITY EVENTS 
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COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVICES 
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JOB POSTINGS 

Hawkins & Burt is looking for an experienced Attorney for a possible partnership association. 

Hawkins & Burt, PLLC (formerly Hawkins, Hawkins & Burt, LLP) is seeking to add an experienced attorney as a possible partner to 

its practice.  We are looking for a Florida attorney, in good standing, with 4+ years of experience, who is familiar with Clio or simi-

lar practice management systems and is comfortable working independently. The successful candidate will maintain direct client 

relationships and will be expected to practice law with efficiency, professionalism and flexibility. 

Hawkins & Burt’s practice is currently limited to Estate planning, including wills and trusts; Probate and Trust administration; and 

Probate and Trust litigation, representing both Petitioners and Respondents.  It is not required that the successful candidate has 

experience in these types of cases. 

This opportunity is well-suited for a lateral attorney who may not be actively job-seeking but is open to a conversation about a 

more sustainable, well-supported platform for their practice. We understand that experienced attorneys value discretion, autono-

my, and balance-and we approach lateral discussions with professionalism, confidentiality and respect. 

Why This Opportunity May be Worth a Conversation: 

• A Better Platform: An established firm with the infrastructure to support your existing and future clients. 

• Autonomy with Collaboration: Run your matters independently, with experienced colleagues available when needed. 

• Mentorship Without Oversight Fatigue: Collegial guidance, not micromanagement. 

• Sustainable Practice Model: A culture that prioritizes long-term success and work-life balance. 

• Compensation Aligned with Experience: Fee-based structure with meaningful upside. 

• Portable Practice Welcome: If you have a book of business, it will be respected and supported. 

If you are an experienced attorney who is quietly exploring what the next chapter of your practice could look like, we welcome a 

confidential inquiry. If interested, contact David Burt at 386-252-4499 or davidburt@hawkinsandburt.com 

https://www.linkedin.com/jobs/view/4416932143/
mailto:davidburt@hawkinsandburt.com
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ASSOCIATE ATTORNEY 
Paul, Elkind, Branz & Paul, LLP is seeking an associate attorney.  We are looking for a motivat-
ed attorney to grow their practice in a well-established Volusia County firm.  Applicants 
should have strong communication and writing skills. This position provides the opportunity 
to collaborate on dynamic matters as part of a team as well as to work independently.  We 
offer a competitive salary and benefits, with an excellent opportunity for career advance-
ment. The ideal candidate has 2 to 8 years of experience in civil litigation or general civil prac-
tice, but we will consider the right candidate regardless of experience. 

Please email resumes to dgazy@paulandelkind.com.   

JOB POSTINGS 

ASST STW PROSECUTOR-
SENIOR ATTORNEY 

Please see the job description and 
information here. 

Please apply here. Application 
deadline is 6/26/2026. 

Thank you, 

Tammy Rutledge 
Executive Director 

Office of the Statewide Prosecution 
Office of the Attorney General James Uthmeier 

3507 E. Frontage Road, Suite 350 

Tampa, FL 33607-7013 

(813) 287-7219  

Florida lawyers will soon have free access to an artificial 
intelligence platform designed specifically for legal work, 
making The Florida Bar the first state bar in the nation to 
offer complimentary legal AI as a member benefit. Learn 
more and find a link to register in the Bar News. 
 
*Please note Florida Ethics Opinion 24-1 addresses many 
of the ethics issues related to using AI. https://lnkd.in/

mailto:dgazy@paulandelkind.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1psxuW6iYOBBMcGET1yoiLXSnqbIbjdFB/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=111951365944128706544&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://jobs.myflorida.com/job-invite/860851/
tel:8132877219
https://lnkd.in/e_iT5cuh
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COURT NOTICES 

Sent on June 11, 2026: 7th Judicial Circuit - Interest Rate on Judgements or Decrees  
 Please see the notice here for Interest Rate on Judgments or Decrees Effective July 1, 2026.  

Sent on June 15, 2026: Rescission of AI Administrative Order  

Pursuant to the Florida Supreme Court’s recent administrative order and corresponding opinion, the 
circuit’s administrative order entitled Use of Artificial Intelligence (AI) by Filers of Court Documents (G-
2026-045-SC) is being rescinded effective Monday, June 15, 2026 (see the notice here).  

 

Sent on June 17, 2026: Holiday Closures  

We’ve received a few inquiries following the Governor’s June 12 announcement regarding the closure of 
“state offices” on July 2, 3, and 6.  

Please be advised that the Court will be closed on July 3 only. Courts (courthouses) throughout the 7th 
Circuit will be open on July 2 and July 6. 

 

Sent on June 22, 2026: 5TH DCA JNC ANNOUNCES CERTIFIED LIST OF NOMINEES  

As a result of the retirement of Judge Jordan Pratt, there is a vacancy to be filled on the Fifth District 
Court of Appeal (DCA). The Judicial Nominating Commission for the Fifth DCA interviewed 9 applicants 
in accordance with the previously published schedule held on Friday, June 19 at the Fifth DCA Court-
house. Following deliberations and thoughtful 
consideration of each applicant, the Commis-
sion nominates the following individuals, in al-
phabetical order, to Gov. Ron DeSantis: 

• Lauren Blocker 

• Jeb T. Branham 

• Christopher Kelly 

• Eric Netcher 

• Christine K. Pratt 

• Therese A. Savona 

The Commission sincerely appreciates mem-
bers of the bench, bar, and public who took time 
to engage in the proceedings and provide help-
ful information about the applicants. If there are 
any questions, please contact Joe Jacquot 
at jjacquot@gunster.com or at 904-350-7414. 

 

Sent on June 30, 2026: FLORIDA BAR DICI-
PLINES 18 ATTORNEYS 

See notice here 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1gCGT5kHk8v9HFEkLPM_MhaNO-Da3YIzJ/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/170U122s74gk5FF0r87fbWWS7iCqvHGXW/view?usp=sharing
mailto:jjacquot@gunster.com
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1hBWy5ystgcXIoCR6LTzYpxz2-Feu5-ymV05xbyJNOTw/edit?usp=sharing
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WILLS SEARCHES 

We are in search of a will for: 
Donald Gray Snyder  
Date of Birth: April 21,1946 
Date of Death: found June 25,2026 
Last known residence: 835 Orange Ave, Holly Hill, 
Florida  
If found, please contact: 
Name: Sabrina Snyder  
Email: palafox1998@live.com 
Phone:828-735-1542 
 
We are in search of a will for:  
Judith Wilson Coleman 
Date of birth: 02/08/1944 
Date of death: 04/03/2026 
Last known address: 2657 Palm Terrace, DeLand, FL 
32720  
AND Charles Robert Coleman 
Date of birth: 10/7/1939 
Date of death: 04/03/2020 
Last known address: 2657 Palm Terrace, DeLand, FL 
32720  
If found, please contact: 
Nicolas A. Garcia 
Email: ngarcia@delandattorneys.com 
Phone: (386) 734-3313 

We are in search of a will for: 
Sharon Anita Poe 
DOB: May 15th 1950 
Last known address: 1517 San Marco Dr Apt 206, Or-
mond Beach, FL 32174 
If found, please contact: 
Andre and Christina Hunt 
321-216-1719 or 814-737-7627 
quadunebeings@gmail.com 
 
We are in search of a will for: 
Jean Rodenbaugh 
Date of Birth: 12/22/1948 
Date of Death: 6/12/2026 
Last Known Residence: 25 Fernwood Lane Palm 
Coast FL 32137 
If found, please contact: 
Alexandria Bielecki  
Email: Alexandria.rodenbaugh@gmail.com 
Phone: 850-572-6983 



THANK YOU SPONSORS 
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SECTIONS & COMMITTEES 
Solo/Small Firm Section - R. Shawn McBride, Chair 

Family Law Section - Sara Glover, Chair 
Elder Law Section - Victoria Zinn, Chair 

State & Local Government Section - Sean Livingston, Chair 
Workers Comp Section - Clay Meek, Chair 
Philanthropic Chair - MaryCatherine Crock 

VOLUSIA COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION 
Sarah Grover, Executive Director  

1440 N. Nova Road, Suite 101 
Daytona Beach, FL 32117 

Phone: 386-253-9471 
volusiabar@gmail.com   

www.volusiabar.org 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 2025-26 

VCBA BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Lori Sandman, President 

Tonya Cromartie, President Elect 
Mike Ciocchetti, Treasurer 

Mel Stack, Secretary 
 
 

YLD BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Hunter Morrill, President 

Sydney Cichon, President Elect 
Jeffrey Bauer, Treasurer 
Christy Earls, Secretary 

 

 
 

VCBA Directors  

Charley Vega Mark Cressman 

Maria Indelicato Sundria Ridgely 

Maria McCorkle Tammy Jaques 

Sara Glover Erika Barger 

Dillon Andreassi  

 YLD Directors 

Daniel Hill Nicolas Garcia 

Jena Conley Sean Livingston 

Lauren M. Wilmot  
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The Communicator is published by the VCBA as a part of its commitment to information relevant to issues and concerns at the local level. Opin-
ions  expressed or positions taken are those of the author and may not  reflect the views of  the publication of the Volusia County Bar Association. 
Articles for publication should be sent to volusiabar@gmail.com by the 15th of the month. Rates are listed on www.volusiabar.org.  

VOLUSIA COUNTY LAW LIBRARY 

mailto:volusiabar@gmail.com?subject=contact
http://www.volusiabar.org
mailto:volusiabar@gmail.com?subject=contact
http://www.volusiabar.org
vclawlib.org

